88                     CORBESPONDBNCE  ETC.
forgive the want of excellence, especially when it is found in the productions of
Your most sincere friend. Christ Church, Dec. 22. 1736.
12.   WEST TO WALPOMJ.
Christchurch Jan. 12. 1736-7.
Dear Sir:
Poetry, I take it, is as universally contagious as the small-pox; every one catches it once in their life at least, and the sooner the better; for methinks an old rhymester makes as ridiculous a figure as Socrates dancing at fourscore. But I can never agree with you that most of us succeed alike ; at least I'm sure few do like you: I mean not to flatter, for I despise it heartily; and I think I know you to be so much above flattery, as the use of it is beneath every honest, every sincere man. Flattery to men of power is analogous with hypocrisy to God, and both are alike mean and contemptible; nor is the one more an instance of respect, than the other is a proof of devotion. I perceive I am growing serious, and that is the first step to dulness : but I believe you won't think that in the least extraordinary, to find me dull in a letter, since you have known me so often dull out of a letter.
As for poetry, I own, my sentiments of it are very different from the vulgar taste.   There is hardlye but heroic rhyme: which I think is not the species of English measure adapted to elegiac poetry.' We may have Buttered little loss; but the same principle would have justified the suppression of Pope's 'Eloisa to Abelard'.
2  I suspect that Mr West mistook his correspondent; who in saying he did not take degrees, meant only to let his friend know that he should   soon be released from lectures and disputations.   [Mason.]als fur die durcbdringenden Strahlen, die
